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Students will:   • Write an engaging narrative
• Utilize steps of the writing process 
• Produce writing that is appropriate for task and audience
• Use technology to display information dynamically 
• Conduct short research projects 
• Draw evidence from text to support analysis, reflection, and research

9 W 3

Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-
chosen details, and well-structured 
event sequences.
a. Engage and orient the reader by 
setting out a problem, situation, or 
observation, establishing one or 
multiple point(s) of view, and 
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; create a smooth 
progression of experiences or 
events.
b. Use narrative techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, description, 
reflection, and multiple plot lines, 
to develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters.
c. Use a variety of techniques to 
sequence events so that they build 
on one another to create a 
coherent whole.
*Continued on the next page.

Source: ADE/ELA Committee
• Students write a narrative of a real or imagined experience.  One issue that 
should be addressed with students is the difference between narrative types 
(personal narrative, creative non-fiction, memoirs).
• Students choose the appropriate format in their writing to incorporate plot 
development, figurative language, rhythm, dialogue, and characterization.
• Students employ electronic or paper graphic organizers and/or organizational 
tools such as R.A.F.T.S. (Role, Audience, Format, Topic, Strong verbs) in their 
writing. Students write a narrative that uses ‘protons’ and ‘neutrons’ as characters 
who authentically describe an atom’s purpose. 
• Students write a narrative in which two soldiers, one from the North and one 
from the South, discuss their beliefs about the Civil War. 
• Students select a quotation that is particularly meaningful and explain the 
significance of the quotation. 
• Students write an autobiographical account, identifying a turning point and its 
importance in the student’s life.
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d. Use precise words and phrases, 
telling details, and sensory 
language to convey a vivid picture 
of the experiences, events, 
setting, and/or characters.
e. Provide a conclusion that 
follows from and reflects on what 
is experienced, observed, or 
resolved over the course of the 
narrative. (Level 3: Assess, 
Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, 
Differentiate)

Connections: 
SSHS.S1C6.02, SCHS.S5C1.06, ETHS.S6C1.03
Source: commoncore.org
Memoir
Grade 9  Unit 6
After reading and discussing several selected memoirs, write a memoir recounting 
a specific person, place, experience, event, day, moment, or work of art and 
convey its significance to you. 
(W.9-10.3)
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9 W 4

Produce clear and coherent 
writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. AZ.9-10.W.4
a. Produce clear and coherent 
functional writing (e.g., formal 
letters, envelopes, experiments, 
labels,  timelines, graphs/tables, 
procedures, charts, maps, 
captions, diagrams, sidebar, flow 
charts) in which the development, 
organization and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Level 4: Assess, 
Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, 
Differentiate)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee
The intent of this standard is to focus on the elements of effective writing. Good 
writing instruction incorporates multiple performance objectives into an integrated 
experience of learning for the student. Throughout the process, students reflect upon 
their own writing skills, set goals, and evaluate their own progress. The order of the 
concepts and performance objectives is not intended to indicate a progression or 
hierarchy for writing instruction.  Instructional activities may focus on just one concept 
or many. 
• Teachers will reference the elements of writing and the writing process as found in 
the Appendix.  This includes specific information about 6-trait instruction and the 
writing process.
• Teachers will provide opportunities for students to create electronic or paper 
functional text, (e.g., letters, memos, instructions, maps, charts, graphs, 
advertisements, PowerPoints, science lab reports, etc.) in conjunction with projects 
and reports, or as stand-alone assignments that are appropriate for audience and 
purpose.
• Students create three texts establishing a variety of tones/voices to explain why they 
didn’t complete homework, with target audiences identified as friend, parent, and 
teacher.
• Students maintain an electronic or paper portfolio of their work, periodically 
reviewing the progress through reflection of past and current writing samples. 

Connections:
SSHS.S12C1.04, SSHS.S4C1.01, SCHS.S1C2.03and 05, SCHS.S1C4.01, 02, and 03, 
SCHS.S2C2.01, SCHS.S4C5.03 and 04, ETHS.S4C1.01, ETHS.S4C2.01
Source: commoncore.org
Seminar and Essay
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9 W 5

Develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for a 
specific purpose and audience. 
(Level 3: Assess, Critique, Develop 
a Logical Argument, Revise, Cite 
Evidence, Differentiate)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee
The intent of this standard is to reinforce the major steps of the writing process. 
While all steps are needed and used by effective writers as they compose text, 
different skills may be emphasized in individual assignments. These steps may be 
used recursively as a piece moves toward completion. Throughout the process, 
students will reflect on their own writing skills, set goals, and evaluate their own 
progress.
• Students use RAFTS (Role, Audience, Format, Topic/Thesis, Strong verbs) to 
create focus and appropriate tone for a specific text.
• Students will use an electronic or paper Web organizer to brainstorm ideas for 
writing. 
Connection:
ETHS.S2C1  
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9 W 6

Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared 
writing products, taking 
advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other 
information and to display 
information flexibly and 
dynamically. (Level 3: Assess, 
Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, 
Differentiate)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee
This standard focuses on the use of media literacy by determining purpose, 
investigating audience characteristics, and selecting an appropriate media channel. 
These choices will guide topic selection, message development, word choice, design 
and development of production elements, and the creation and selection of visual 
images.
• Teachers create Web quests to guide students to appropriate sites. 
• Students will consider strategies for creating well-reasoned messages, making 
emotional appeals and building credibility when developing a media communication.  
• Students will identify likely audiences and consider the characteristics of each 
audience, including prior knowledge and experiences related to the topic, needs, 
interests, values, beliefs, culture, age and gender. 
• Students will employ strategies for developing credibility: demonstrating knowledge, 
expertise, and competency with production elements.  
• Students will participate in discussion boards to obtain feedback from teachers 
and/or students on student-generated texts. 
• Students will include well-reasoned messages, using appropriate reasoning patterns, 
supporting ideas with evidence, avoiding fallacies, and defining emotional appeals as 
well in a final product (electronic or paper). 
• Students will evaluate the relevance, credibility, and quality of a variety of sources.  
• Students create multi-media projects incorporating effective writing and 
presentation styles (e.g., PowerPoint, Smart Notebook Documents, Moviemaker, etc.).
• Students write scripts to accompany “movie” projects.
Connections:
ETHS.S1C1.01, ETHS.S1C4.02, ETHS.S2C1, ETHS.S2C2.01, ETHS.S3C1.02,
ETHS.S6C2.05, SCHS.S1C4.01, SCH.S1C4.03
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9 W 7

Conduct short as well as more 
sustained research projects to 
answer a question (including a 
self-generated question) or solve 
a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple sources on 
the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject 
under investigation. (Level 4: 
Analyze, Create, Prove, 
Synthesize, Connecting Texts )

Source: ADE/ELA Committee
This standard focuses on the research/writing process. Students will learn how to locate 
and incorporate evidence to support a thesis or claim, integrate information from two or 
more pieces of research information while using direct quotes, paraphrasing, and/or 
internal citations correctly. 
• Students focus the research question by considering whether the thesis/claim is relevant, 
interesting, and/or meaningful to the audience; they must also consider whether the 
research thesis/claim is logical.
• Students incorporate primary and secondary sources: student-generated data (such as 
interviews, observations, and surveys), appropriate Internet sources, books, magazines, 
newspapers, and documentaries.  
• Students write an essay on a topic such as water conservation in the desert. 
• Students write a report on the Globe Theatre explaining its significance in the 
development of Shakespeare’s works.
• Students identify a research question based on interest, research the question, and 
present the findings.  
• Students choose a problem of current interest (local, state, national, or global); research 
solutions to that problem; and present findings. 
• Students identify a contemporary issue in society and develop a possible technological 
solution. 
Connections:
SSHS.S3C4.03, SSHS.S4, SCHS.S1C1.01, 02, 03,.and 04, SCHS.S1C3.01, 02, and 03, 
ETHS.S1C1.01, ETHS.S4C2.02, ETHS.S5C3.01
Source: commoncore.org
Research Paper
Grade 9 Unit 3
Select a poet and write a research paper in which you analyze the development of the 
writer's poetry in his/her lifetime using at least three poems and citing at least three 
secondary sources. (RI.9-10.1, RI.9-10.5, RI.9-10.6, W.9-10.2, W.9-10.7, W.9-10.8)
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9 W 9

Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research.
a. Apply grades 9-10 Reading 
standards to literature (e.g., 
“Analyze how an author draws on 
and transforms source material in 
a specific work [e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or 
topic from Ovid or the Bible or 
how a later author draws on a 
play by Shakespeare]”).
b. Apply grades 9-10 Reading 
standards to literary nonfiction 
(e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious 
reasoning”). (Level 4: Analyze, 
Create, Prove, Synthesize, 
Connecting Texts)

Source: ADE/ELA Committee
• Teachers will present lessons and/or strategies, including close-reading of primary 
text, free writing, journaling, talking with peers in reader-response groups, using 
dictionaries, and situating the text in the historical, cultural, geographical, and social 
context.

• Students write an essay explaining Gwendolyn Brook’s use of word choice in “We 
Real Cool” to communicate its theme.  
• Students write an essay about characters in “The Necklace” by Guy de Maupassant 
explaining how each serves to move forward the plot.
• Students will identify, evaluate, and analyze a variety of primary and secondary 
sources that present different perspectives on the interpretation of the text and use a 
system of note-taking for tracking those sources. 
• Students document a science experiment that was conducted in class, describing 
both the process and the scientific conclusions. Discuss three reasons why the bombing 
of Hiroshima was a controversial act.  
• Students will cite sources using MLA or APA Handbook. 
Connection:
ETHS.S3C2.05

Source: commoncore.org
Seminar and Essay
Grade 10 Unit 4
How reliable is the narrator in the short story “The Nose” by Nikolai Gogol? What does 
the loss of the nose symbolize? Why does the author use the absurd in his writing? Use 
at least three pieces of textual evidence to support an original thesis statement. 
(RL.9-10.1, RL.9-10.4, SL.9-10.1, W.9-10.2, W.9-10.9)
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9 W 10

Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee
This standard focuses on the student’s ability to effectively manage time in all 
writing situations from one-minute papers to extensive research projects, as well 
as to write on demand.
• Students will accomplish timed writing of a variety of texts: essays, poems, 
narratives, writing on demand, quick writes, free writes, and so on.
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